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The organized “bioethics” movement has typically taken on a stance of ethical expertise and authority, and 
put doctors and other clinicians into the position of learning to think like an ethicist. The result is that doctors 
and others have come to be left in an ethical limbo: their own thinking is somehow not good enough, yet the 
thinking and methods of bioethicists is unnatural, unwieldy, and overintellectualized.  

In this talk we move through the conceptual and substantive/human problems with this bioethical approach; 
introduce and explore a different, psychologically grounded, and clinically relevant approach to thinking 
about, and “doing” or practicing, clinical ethics; and discuss how this approach: 
 

1. empowers doctors and other clinicians to address the vast proportion of ethical challenges that arise 
in day-to-day clinical practice, 
 

2. facilitates the discussion and teaching of clinical ethics from the outset of professional education, 
and without relying on ethical “experts”; and  
 

3. establishes a foundation for lifelong learning in professional ethics. 

Advanced Reading 
Advance reading (in Rethinking Health Care Ethics): Pages 1-3; Chapters 6, 7, 11; Appendix 8.1 (pages 110–

11).  

About our Speaker 
In a diverse career ranging over law, medicine, and philosophy, Stephen Scher, PhD, JD, has taught clinical 

medical ethics in Harvard Medical School–affiliated hospitals and professional ethics and organizational 

behavior at Yale School of Management.  

He joined the editorial staff of the American Journal of International Law in 1999 and stepped down as Senior 
Editor in 2016.  He is now in his seventeenth year as Senior Editor of the Harvard Review of Psychiatry.  

His Open Access book (free download), co-authored with child and adolescent psychiatrist Kasia Kozlowska 
of the University of Sydney Medical School, was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2018 
(https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9789811308291). 

Note from the Seminar Chair 
This session is about putting clinicians back where they need to be as the main ethical agent in their own 
practice. Stephen’s book, co-authored with Kasia Kozlowska, has already been downloaded by thousands of 
clinicians world-wide and can be accessed via the link above. In keeping with the request that attendees do 
some pre-reading for this session this seminar will count for 5 hours CPD points. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to Rethink Health Care Ethics!! 
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