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"Whereof one cannot speak, thereof one cannot stay silent." 

Françoise Davoine and Jean-Max Gaudillière 

 

"Deep Listening” joins together two critical perspectives on trauma and history. Originating from 

different geographies and cultures, taken together these presentations will offer a unique insight into 

the impact and implications of transgenerational trauma and community violence in Indigenous 

Australian and African American communities, with a particular focus on the voices and experiences of 

children and young people.  

For the Children: Stories Are Our Law    Emeritus Professor Judy Atkinson 

When I first stood up to talk about sexual violence on Aboriginal children, four separate Elders under 

Culture, took me aside with advice:  'focus on the children - bring their voices forward'. Over time, 

responding to calls across Australia my focus has been children, including children as mums and dads. 

But are we listening? This presentation will first outline history as determinant – trans and 

intergenerational trauma in colonization, and then discuss how we can embed within education (as 

educaring), programs that will help children heal and grow – choosing a better pathway into the future 

– for all future generations. 

Emeritus Professor Judy Atkinson is a Jiman (central west Queensland) and 

Bundjalung (northern New South Wales) woman, with Anglo-Celtic and German 

heritage. Her contributions to the understanding of trauma stemming from 

colonial violence and how Indigenous peoples can heal from such trauma won 

her the Carrick Neville Bonner Award in 2006 for her curriculum development 

and innovative teaching practice. In 2011 she was awarded the Fritz Redlick 

Memorial Award for Human Rights and Mental Health from Harvard University. 

Her book Trauma Trails – Recreating Songlines: The transgenerational effects 

of trauma in Indigenous Australia contextualizes life stories of people who have 

been moved from their country in a process that has created trauma trails; the book examines life 

changes that can occur when people connect with each other and share their stories of healing.  

https://www.trybooking.com/BQNBA


 

Wounded Places: Complex trauma in African American communities 

Dr. Annie Stopford and Llewellyn Smith 

 

As historian Dominick La Capra writes, “it is misguided to see trauma as a purely psychological or 

individual phenomenon. It has crucial connections to social and political conditions and can only be 

understood and engaged with respect to them” (2014, p. xi). In this presentation clinician Dr. Annie 

Stopford and award-winning documentary filmmaker Llewellyn Smith draw from their investigations in 

several severely disadvantaged neighborhoods in America to consider links between the unhealed 

injuries of history and complex trauma in distressed African American communities.  Using stories from 

Annie's recent book Trauma and Repair: Confronting Segregation and Violence in America and samples 

from Llew's films, our presentation highlights the insights of children and young people who are 

contending with gun violence, and raise questions about the impact of structural violence and systemic 

racism on communities of color.  

 

Annie Stopford, Ph.D is an Anglo Australian psychotherapist and scholar.  Her 

work has been published in several disciplinary fields, including psychoanalysis, 

trauma studies, African studies and Critical Psychology. Annie's book 'Trauma and 

Repair: Confronting Segregation and Violence in America' has been described by 

distinguished Harvard scholar William Julius Wilson as an important contribution 

to literature on inequality and poverty in the U.S. and a compelling argument for 

including the physical and psychological suffering associated with community 

violence in discussion about neighborhood effects.   

 

 

Llewellyn Smith is an African American filmmaker who has been writing, 

producing and directing documentaries for more than 30 years. His filmography 

has as its focus stories that connect conditions of contemporary socio-racial 

injustice to our misuse and misunderstanding of history and science. In 1989 Llew 

helped launch the acclaimed PBS series American Experience and his own work 

has received numerous broadcasting and science awards, including DuPont and 

Peabody awards. In 2020 he was named by Black Public Media as one of 

filmmaking's top 40 Gamechangers of the last 40 years who have "transformed 

the public media landscape".   

 

Llew and Annie are co-founders of BlueSpark Collaborative: A Film & Research Company 

www.bluesparkcollaborative.com 

 

 

 

http://www.bluesparkcollaborative.com/

